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AUSTRALIAN REPORT 


The series of articles by Francis James of Australia, which we have already reviewed in this 
Bulletin, is being reprinted from Episcopal Churchnews, and will be available in pamphlet form 
from this office at forty cents, These articles report the visit of eight Australian Anglicans to 
China last winter. 


THE PA HSIEN CH’IAO CEMETERY 


According to word received from the British Consulate General in Shanghai, the remains 
from the Pa Hsien Cemetery will be taken to the Chi An public cemetery about 16 miles from 
the center of Shanghai on the Shanghai-Tsingpu highway. The remains will be buried in sepa- 
rate graves, as at present, but if possible they will be regrouped according to nationalities, It is 

erstood that headstones will be transferred and re-erected and that the cost of re-burial will 
borne by the Chinese authorities. Cremation at the expense of the Chinese authorities can be 
arranged if desired. 

This information was given verbally to the British Consul General, and so far there is no 
written confirmation, 


CCC KIANGSU SYNOD 


The Kiangsu Synod of the Church of Christ in China met in Nanking at the Theological 
Seminary June 20-26. The synod is made up of the following districts; Soochow, Hweiying, 
Nanking, Hsuchow, and the provisional district of Taichow. 68 delegates were present, re- 
presenting 257 churches and 22,000 members. It will be noted that Shanghai, in accordance 
with the government province lines, is not considered a part of Kiangsu. Eight men were or- 
dained, four from the Nanking District, three from Hweiying and one from Soochow. One of 
these is the Nanking YM Secretary Chu Pei-en, and he was made General Secretary of the Synod, 
with Sun T*ing-yang as Executive Secretary, and Lo Wen-nsun (another ordinand) as Secretary. 
The latter two seem to be salaried synod officials. A governing committee of 37 was elected, 
with the Vice-president of Nanking Theological Seminary Andrew Cheng as Chairman, and Wang 
Heng-hsin and Yao T*ien-hwei as vice-chairmen, 


ATTACK ON FRANCIS WEI 


The August 12 Tien Feng reproduces from the Yangtze Daily of Hankow a 3-1/2 page article 
entitled ‘‘Dream of the Restorationists Destroyed, and with the sub-title, ‘‘Report on Francis 
Wei’s Anti-Communist Organization in the Central China Normal College.*’ The article begins 
as follows; 


Issued bi-weekly to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in China, 
Information from Chinese church magazines and other Chinese sources is passed on as objec- 

vely as possible, with a minimum of interpretation. When interpretation is necessary, it is en- 

d in parentheses as the comment of the editor. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Over- 

as, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. Airmail 
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‘*Teachers and students of the Central China Normal College in their fight against rights 
have uncovered an organization bent on destroying the Communist Party and restoring capital- 
ism. The brains of this organization was the former president of Hua Chung University and more 
recently professor of political science in the Normal College, Francis Wei. The organization 
also included the former Hua Chung vice-president Huang Po, now Education professor in the 
Normal College, Miss Tai Hui-ch’iung, former proctor of girls’ dormitory in Hua Chung and now 
English teacher, together with all the members of the three families and some close friends, now 
scattered throughout the different departments of the Normal College and the three Democratic 
parties, 


**This group was already organized in pre-Liberation days, and was strengthened by family 
and religious ties. After Liberation they did many things to oppose Communism, but the thought 
control campaign of 1952 showed them that the Communist Party was strongly upheld by the 
people, so they went into hibernation. But the Communist rectification campaign this May 
looked to them like a good opportunity, and so they came out of their holes and began to work 
for the overthrow of the Communist Party.*’ 


The rest of the article purports to be a substantiation of these charges, but consists entirely 
of quotations of various critical remarks, with nothing to indicate any concerted activity since 
May of this year. It will be sufficient to quote one remark here, taken from a letter in 1949, 
immediately after Liberation: ‘‘We shall continue as best we can, making necessary adjustments 
but without compromising on fundamental principles. There will be many problems, but we 
shall meet them as they come. 


The article does not directly state that the ten to twenty members of this ‘‘group’’ have been 
arrested, but that would be the natural conclusion to draw from the severity of tone employed. 


(In view of the scantiness of the evidence advanced for such a serious charge, I am amazed 
that Tien Feng should consider the article worthy of publication, and can only surmise that 
were ordered to do so by the Religious Affairs Bureau.) 


BAPTISMS 


Tien Feng continues to report encouraging figures regarding baptisms taking place in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. The July 29 Tien Feng reports the following: The Disciples Church 
in Tsaochiachuang, organized 20 years ago, has held baptismal services every year since Liber- 
ation. This year on May 30, 34 were baptized. Before the service firecrackers were fired off, 
and the whole village turned out to see what was going on. The Baptists in Honan in May bap- 
tized 17 and 20 respectively in two villages and 84 in Liukuan. Two churches in Lanchow bap- 
tized 12 and 28 respectively. A CCC church in Shensi baptized 52 persons in May, ages aver- 
aging 32. The Pentecostal Holiness churches in Hsiaoshun and Yangch'un, Chekiang, had not 
held a baptismal service for over ten years, but in July they held a joint baptismal service at 
which 105 persons were baptized, ages ranging from 19 to 85. A Baptist church in Shantung was 
only able to resume services early this year, but already they have built themselves a new church 
building which was dedicated on July 14, and on the following Sunday they baptized 30 persons. 
Episcopal Bishop Timothy Lin of Peking in May visited three counties (Ankuo, Poyeh and Suning), 
where he baptized a total of 52 adults and two children and confirmed 57 persons. 


CHINA AND THE CROSS 


This survey of missionary history is written by a Benedictine monk, Dom Columba Cary- 
Elwes (P. J. Kennedy and Sons, 1957; $3.95). It covers both Catholic and Protestant missions, 
though naturally with greater emphasis on the former. The author expresses appreciation for 
Latourette ’s History of Christian Missions in China, saying that he is uniformly most fair to 
Catholic missionaries, and salutes him ‘‘as a master’*. He is not however dependent upon the 
researches of others, but has done a great deal of digging into the archives of Catholic mission- 
ary societies in Europe, for example the Missions Etrangeres in Paris. There is thus much fresh 
and significant material in this volume. 


More than half the space is given to the pre-Protestant period, with four chapters and ry 
pages on The Legend of Saint Thomas, The Nestorians, The Franciscans in Cathay, and The 


? 


4 QO. Age. .Then come about 100 pages on Modern Times, bringing the story down to 1955, 


followed by four appendices and a bibliography. The appendix giving Protestant statistics goes 
back to 1932-35 and is far from complete, Our office could have supplied him with more re- 
liable and up-to-date figures} 


It appears from the appended biographical note that the author was never a missionary in 
China, and it is not even stated that he ever visited China, This lack of background shows itself 
occasionally in an infelicity in the use of names, but for the most part the account is realistic 
and convincing. 


The author has a pleasing style which makes the book easy to read, and I am glad to recom- 
mend it to Bulletin readers, 


LELAND WANG ITINERARY 


The Rev. Leland Wang will be traveling through the U.S. this fall, and some of our readers 
may want to get in touch with him for a speaking engagement. Washington, D.C., southward 
to Florida - Oct. 1-17; Toledo and Detroit - Oct, 21-27; Chicago - Oct. 28-Nov. 3; from there 
west - Nov. 4-22; California - Dec. 4-Jan, 1, (Address 279 Harvard St., Cambridge 39, Mass.) 
He will return to Indonesia in January, 


BACK NUMBERS OF TIEN FENG 


Any of our readers who have back numbers of Tien Feng, from its inception in 1946 on, will 
be doing the missionary cause a service if they will send them to Missionary Research Library, 
Broadway and 120th Street, New York 27, N.Y. The announcement from the Library does not 
mention others, but I should judge that other church magazines of the Communist era, such as 
Hsieh Chin, Sheng Kung, etc., would also be very welcome, 


( Psion ary NEWS 


Rev. Hercules B. Burrull, United Church of Canada missionary to West China from 1913 to 
1927, died at his home in Toronto June 17. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Dr. T. C. Bao, outstanding Baptist leader in China during the past forty years, died at his 
home in Hangchow on September 2. He had been ill for several weeks, but before that had 
continued active, as his recent articles in Tien Feng have shown. He was about 65 years of age. 


One of the Japanese Christian visitors to China brought out some Sunday School material 
from Shanghai, published by the China Sundayschool Union. Some are neatly printed booklets, 
‘**adapted and translated from Gospel Light Lessons, by permission Gospel Light Press, U.S.A.”’ 
Each booklet has 13 lessons, undated, These were certainly printed before the characters were 
rimplified, and may perhaps have been printed in pre-Communist days, Then there are separate 
sheets for each Sunday, dated 1957 and printed with the simplified characters. The Gospel Light 
Lessons are graded, but these separate sheets are not, though they are all called Second Series, 
so perhaps First Series would be more elementary, These sheets have the Bible story on one side, 
and a picture, with either a simple song or questions to answer, on the other side. They are 
printed jointly by the CSSU and the China Baptist Publishing House. 


Another Japanese visitor reported on church periodicals, which he found to be too few. He 
listed Tien Feng 11,000 copies; Sacred Work (Sheng Kung) 20,000 copies; and Words of Grace 
(En Yen) for young people - 50,000 copies, He does not name the NCC publication Hsieh Chin, 
the CCC publication Kung Pao, or the Hankow publication New Church. Have these folded up, 
or were his inquiries not thorough enough? The visitor was told that the Christian publishers in 
Shanghai plan to publish 10 500-page books and 20 100-page books in 1957. He looked over 
the books published since 1950 and could find nothing that was really scholarly, He said, ‘‘l 

something wanting when | saw one theological student's dormitory room and could find al- 

no books which appeared to be theological works. I found very few books suitable for 
ministers when I looked over the book shelves of several ministers.*’ 
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